	PUPPY MILLS

• “Puppy mills” are breeding facilities that produce large numbers of mainly purebred puppies that are sold to the public and pet shops across the country.

• The Humane Society of the
United States cites problems created by these operations such as overbreeding and inbreeding
of the dogs that can create health
problems, lax veterinary care, puppies who spend all their time in small or overcrowded cages, inadequate amounts or quality
of food, and lack of human contact for dogs that are expected to be companion animals.

• To avoid getting a dog that is the product of a “puppy mill,” the
humane society suggests finding a reputable breeder where you can visit the environment in which the puppy was born and its parents live, or consider adopting
from a shelter.

• For more information, visit
www.hsus.org/puppymills.
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Deplorable conditions and inhumane treatment of puppies in large breeding operations known as "puppy mills" are the focus of state and federal agencies seeking to increase standards of care for the animals. 

Puppy mills are characterized as kennels where dogs are bred in cages with little or no human contact, inadequate amounts or quality of food, and improper heath care. 

When the dogs are no longer useful to a particular breeder, they are either disposed of or sold at dog auctions for a similar life elsewhere, said Stephanie Shain, director of outreach for companion animals for the Humane Society of the United States. 

"You'd be horrified if you went to one of these things," she said. 

To raise public awareness about the issue, representatives of the national humane society conducted an undercover investigation last fall at dog auctions in four states, including Ohio. 

The cameras captured auctioneers touting the breeding ability of the dogs and how much money they can make the buyer at the Buckeye Dog Auction in Millersburg, Ohio, as the animals were crowded in stacked wire cages in a back room. 

Footage of the Ohio auction, as well as dog auctions in Kan-sas, Arkansas, and Oklahoma has been compiled into a short video on the humane society's Web site, www.hsus.org/puppymills. 

If the public knew how these puppies were born and raised, they would avoid buying their pets from these large-scale breeders, Ms. Shain said, adding that it is sometimes difficult to know if a puppy comes from these factory-style farms or from a reputable breeder. 

There is often a middleman between the breeders and the pet stores, and sometimes pet store owners have never actually seen where the puppies they sell come from, she said. 

"You can't tell by looking at the puppy, and unfortunately you can't rely on what the person selling the puppy tells you," Ms. Shain said. 

Northwest Ohio is not far removed from the problem, says Greg Bloomfield, executive director of the Toledo Area Humane Society. 

"We see some of it. Not the auctions, but the puppy mill-produced puppies being sold in our area," Mr. Bloomfield said. "Frankly, people get them and they don't keep them." 

Mr. Bloomfield said the shelter will sometimes get puppies - some which may sell for as much as $1,000 - that are likely products of puppy mills and their owners cannot care for them. 

"People will go and buy a purebred puppy from a local pet store and the next thing you know it's having behavioral problems, it's having medical issues occurring all of a sudden," he said. 

At puppy mills, breeding dogs live in a cage for the sole purpose of creating puppies. The breeding history usually isn't tracked, and inbreeding can cause medical and behavior problems, he said. 

The practice of large breeding kennels is not illegal, but animal cruelty charges are possible if the businesses are not taking care of the dogs. 

Ohio Sen. Gary Cates (R., West Chester) introduced a bill last month that calls for a set of guidelines breeders would have to follow to get and keep a license to conduct a large dog-breeding business. Background checks will be required for a license.     The bill, which is in committee, calls for the director of agriculture to oversee the license of the breeders and inspection of the kennels. 

The rules would apply to breeding kennels with more than 15 adult dogs. 

The kennels also would be required to have insurance coverage or bonds that would pay for the care and maintenance of the dogs in the event the license of the kennel is suspended or revoked. 

The majority of the state's senators have cosponsored the bill in bipartisan support. Local Sens. Teresa Fedor (D., Toledo) and Randy Gardner (R., Bowling Green) are among the cosponsors. 

"Many animals are not cared for in a humane way," Ms. Fedor said. "Some conditions are deplorable. The bill would improve the conditions and protect our animals, animals people would want as pets." 

Mr. Gardner said the bill calls for more public awareness and scrutiny to prevent animal abuse. 

"This issue deserves a lot more attention then it's got so far," Mr. Gardner said. "Clearly we cannot sit back under charges of abuse and cruelty."                                         Contact Meghan Gilbert at: milbert@theblade.com o 419-724-6134.
