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Dog Name ___________________________   Breed/Markings  ______________________________________
                   *Dogs adjust well to new names. We discourage names ending in the letter “O” as that is too close sounding to what most of us use as a 
                             correction, “NO”.  We encourage new names for very shy dogs as it helps them disassociate their prior abuse/neglect/abandonment issues.
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 Food & Sleep Habits
     Current Dog Food ____________________________   Feeding schedule  __________________________________
                                  *If changing food, mix the old food with the new for a healthier and more digestible transition

      Sleeping Areas    Day  ______________________________  Night  ______________________________________

      When alone in the house kept   ____________________________________________________________________


[image: image3.jpg]


 Health
      Reminderss___________________________________________________________________________________                
                                         
                                                                            *Every dog adopted from CDC is current on all vaccinations, heartworm tested and on heartworm preventative. When visiting your 
                                      vet, the only service necessary is the heartworm medication purchase unless instructed otherwise by the CDC representative.
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 Training
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      Housebreaking   



                                *Remember, your new family member is going through a transition and even well-trained dogs can have accidents 
                                               when they are afraid or in a new situation.  Please be especially patient with your new friend the first few days.

Commands Known ________________________________________________________________________________
Known Fears _____________________________________________________________________  
Favorite Chew Toys ________________________________________________________________  
Is this dog an inappropriate chewer? ___________________________________________________   
Skills this dog needs to improve on  ________________________________________________________________ 
 

Comments   ______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________


 

                                                                     Foster Parent ________________________________________
                                                                           Phone      ____________________________________________



                                          E-mail  ______________________________________________
                                                                                                                        -we love hearing how our foster kids are doing, please drop us a line








                 Dogs in Transition Tips                         
                   These tips apply to any dog/puppy adjusting to a new home or new family member.
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 Adjustment Time   It can take a few days for a dog to adjust to a new home.   Patience & management are key.

-Upon arrival, don’t immediately allow the dog free-roam or up on furniture.  It’s best for you to provide the dog 100%  
  supervision at first.  The dog doesn’t have the chance to get into unwanted habits (chewing, accidents, digging)  

-Crate your new dog or leash them to you in the house, gradually allowing them more freedom, keeping up the supervision.  

  If your new dog “makes a mistake” and you weren’t watching, that was really your mistake, not the dog.   

-Dogs benefit from schedules/routines, it’s critical to be consistent. Dogs that know what to expect next are calmer and more 
  comfortable.  Keep the routines on weekends.  Give your new dog successful situations, if they know sit, do it often & praise with treats  
  and physical touch.  A firm “NO” is the best correction with quick re-direction to show them what behavior you want.
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 Leadership  Good dog pack leaders are confident, reasonable, gentle, consistent and obvious to all in the house, alpha dog of the pack.  
They don’t need to use force to be in control. For your dog Nothing in Life Is Free! Dogs need direction.  You control all resources (meals, treats, attention,  praise, walks, furniture, toys)  Don’t free feed. Feed twice/day.  Ask your dog to “sit” before giving food.  They have to
 earn their food!  Young dogs & new dogs esp. shouldn’t sleep on your bed or be on furniture.  Move valuables out of reach.  Provide toys one 
at a time, always ask for a “sit” first.  Don’t give in to needy or pushy behavior.  Ignore dog until they are calmer.  Turn your back, look away, walk away etc.  Always try to be aware of what you are rewarding.  When your dog is showing behavior you like, good leaders are lavish & generous with their rewards and praise.  Dogs need to know what’s expected of them.  Good leaders know their dog’s needs and provide for them.  Call your dog by their name from another room.  They love hearing their name & come like crazy because someone wants them.  
[image: image7.jpg]


 Crate your dog  Done correctly, there is no negative aspect to crate training your dog.  It keeps your house safe & the dog safe.  It
 keeps your dog from developing bad behavior habits.  The crate should be a place of comfort and safety for them to call their own.  If 
puppy doesn’t destroy it, put comfy bedding/blankets in.  Feed meals in the crate, give treats for going in.  Have a special “Crate only” toy/chew.  If your pup fusses – ignore them.  Avoid letting a noisy fussing dog out of the crate, wait until they are quiet for several minutes, praise them and let them out.  Especially in the beginning, keep crate times to short periods.  As you are sure the dog is comfortable, 
gradually increase the time and vary it.  Sometimes just crate your pup for 10 mins while you’re home.   Never use the crate as punishment.  Never crate your dog in anger.    Always treat your dog for going into the crate. 
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 Sleeping Area   Have your new dog sleep on the floor in your bedroom (or in crate, leash to bed frame or  nightstand, this will help them 
     settle down)  Sleeping in the room with you gives them much needed companionship even though you are sleeping. 
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 Home Alone  It’s important to get the dog use to your leaving from the start.  Make sure that the first few times you leave are 
 low stress for your dog.  Leave him when he’s tired, leave him with something yummy to occupy him.  Keep departures  & arrivals low-key.  Ignore your dog 10mins (no talking / touching / eye contact!) before walking out and after returning.  Wait until the pup is calm before you acknowledge them.  Ask them to “Sit” – when they do calmly pet and say hi -Keep absences short at first and vary the length of time you are gone. Start at 10 mins and build from there. He will soon get the idea that you always come back and there’s no need to worry. 
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Housetraining Be patient. Even house-trained adult dogs may have accidents/relapses while they are adjusting to a new home
       1   Pick a spot outside for bathroom area and use it consistently    2   Take your dog out after they awake, eat, have a big play
       inside the house   3   If you see your dog sniffing/ circling in the house, take him out immediately    4   Praise/reward him with a treat
       when he relieves himself outdoors    5   Never yell/punish your dog for a potty accident in the house, this will make things worse    
     6     Clean accidents with enzymatic cleaners or 50/50 vinegar/water to prevent them from being drawn back to that area
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 Chewing/Digging  Make sure that you have safe/suitable things for your dog to chew on.  Nylabones/Kongs etc.  If pup starts to chew on something they aren’t supposed to, redirect them to something they are and then give them lots of praise & a treat.  Avoid chasing after dogs that have “stolen” something (unless it’s dangerous to them).  Grab some treats and pretend to eat them, your dog will soon realize they can’t make you play chase.  Exchange a treat for the stolen object and praise your pup!  Dogs don’t know the difference between a rawhide chew 
and a leather shoe; keep shoes out of their reach.  Place dogs feces in areas they are digging to discourage them from continuing.
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 Take Walks/Play Games A tired dog is a good dog!  Dogs need both physical exercise and mental stimulation.  A good exercise program
will make your dog a more relaxed and enjoyable companion.  A short walk, twice a day is the minimum. If you are pinched for time, even a 
walk to the mailbox will be the highlight of their day. Don’t leave dogs unattended in your backyard.  They could annoy neighbors, develop 
bad habits or be stolen.  Play games with your dog, throw balls outside.  Roll them inside.  Play hide and seek.  Hide toys/treats in the room 
and encourage/help the dog to find them with you.
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 Shy dogs  need a confidence boost –teach them sit & have them do it often  –go on many walks  -hand feed dry dog food  -Encourage eye contact then as they do give treat s -make smooching noises and say their name often, when they look at you reward them -Never raise your voice to these dogs, it makes them more insecure  –don’t baby your dog when they are nervous, it’s natural to do this, but telling them “It’s ok” to be nervous  -be upbeat & confident  -use your happy voice, and then distract them from whatever is making them nervous   -get them used 
to things that scare them but don’t force them into situations they can’t handle   -use lots of food rewards to build positive associations with things that scare them  -get them used to noises by clapping quietly when they are looking, reward with praise/treats, over time clap louder & while they are not looking, this will help them get used to sudden noises,  -motion with your fingers all  waving at the same time to come to you at the same time saying come, this gives an audible as well as  visual cue to come to you
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 Misc tips Don’t name a dog a name that ends in “o” like Bo, Joe, Mo,  These names sound too much like what most people us to correct with, “NO” 

-Take your foster on many car rides so they will become comfortable with transport     -Give your foster a toy or a blanket; let them take the toy to their new home so they have something familiar        -“puppy-proof” your house, put electrical cords out of reach, place garbage can under sink 
-using the call, “Fluffy Come” to teach the dog to come and you can easily pass this command to his/her permanent guardian

-Touch your dog often, this releases endorphins and helps to relax, just a few seconds here and there can make a big difference[image: image15.jpg]



Help us help all dogs by telling people about us and/or posting our dogs available page from our web site.





- over for transition/shy dog tips for your new dog/puppy


��For training/behavior, daycare, dog park & more info, visit 


   ColumbusDogConnection.com �   614-637-1342    CDC Hotline���10-08
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