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Senator Inspired By Dog To Crack Down On Puppy Mills

4/27/2006 
Video
There is a new push to crack down on puppy mills in Ohio.

A proposed bill to protect the animals is named after a dog rescued from a puppy mill operation.

Local 12 Reporter Joelle Girone has details of the plan, and how one dog inspired change.

"She had no idea of what life was like," said Ohio Senator Gary Cates, West Chester.

Pretty Girl has experienced a lot over 10 years. As a breeding dog inside a puppy mill, this now playful shitzu was once cramped inside a cage where she gave birth to around $15,000 worth of puppies. No exercise, no baths, barely any food.

"If someone didn't pick her up, she would have been left for dead," said Cates.

Senator Gary Cates, of West Chester, rescued Pretty Girl, and says he now wants to do the same for other breeding dogs throughout Ohio.

"We want to keep track of who's doing the breeding. We've talked about getting licenses and so forth."

Joelle Girone: "If the legislation were to pass, it would require breeders to provide large enough cages like this...food, water, items that seem like common sense."

The legislation would also create a special team to inspect breeding facilities and investigate possible cases of abuse and neglect. Right now, not all puppy mills provide vaccinations or even veterinary care. Senator Cates says the bill would save the most vulnerable.

The Cincinnati SPCA is backing the idea. Harold Dates says puppy mills can be devastating.

"It causes a lot of heartache" said Harold Dates, Cincinnati SPCA. "It's not healthy for the animals, and people who end up with an animal with a genetic deformity have a real sad situation."

Sad and costly, and not every animal gets out.

"These animals have been waiting for this for some time," said Senator Cates. "So, we at least have some discussion going on."

Senator Cates says he hopes to hold several hearings on the puppy mill legislation this year, and will introduce the bill in January when the next session begins.
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