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In July 2004, 30 dogs - 27 of them pugs - were seized from an Oxford Township farm during what rescue officials called a "puppy mill" raid.
Ohio Pug Rescue took in 22 of the dogs. Many needed medical attention.

"One dog named Nadine had heartworm so bad ... they could see them crawling in her when they opened her for spaying," said Terri Wolf, organization president

All the dogs have since been adopted.
But Wolf and other animal advocates have lingering concern about the welfare of dogs at the illegitimate breeding centers commonly referred to as puppy mills, where dogs are often kept in confined, filthy cages without proper care, socialization or medical treatment.

State Sen. Gary Cates, R-West Chester, on Wednesday announced he is drafting legislation that would regulate puppy mills and protect breeder dogs from abuse.

"This will be the first time Ohio has addressed the issue of puppy mills," Cates said. "We want to raise the minimum standards for what breeders have to do."

The bill would:
Set standards for how many times a dog can breed in its lifetime.
Require sufficiently sized, clean cages and individual food and water dishes.
Require breeder dogs have access to vet care, vaccinations, proper grooming and human contact.
The bill also would require commercial kennels that house nine or more dogs be licensed.

Special investigation units would be established. Facilities that are the subject of complaints would be subject to random inspections.
Cates began looking into the idea after rescuing his 10-year-old Shih-tzu, Pretty Girl, from a Clermont County mill.

"Pretty Girl was a breeder dog. She had a number tattooed on her belly. She had heartworm," Cates said, and described the overcrowded, filthy conditions of the place.  "Everyone sees these cute little puppies and I think it would turn people's stomachs to see the conditions these dogs live in," he said.

Similar federal legislation also exists.  Legitimate breeders shouldn't have a problem with the law, said Andi Bernat, state legislative specialist at the Humane Society of the United States. Getting a license "is part of doing business. I don't think it will hurt their business."

Leland Gordon, Butler County's chief dog warden and head of Animal Friends Humane Society, agreed.
"Anything that can make it more difficult for puppy mills to operate is good," he said.  "Maybe stricter regulations will help weed out the sketchy (breeders.)"

Daniel Carey, a veterinarian at Care Center in Blue Ash, said the Cates' theory is terrific, but it might be difficult to enforce.  "You're talking about people who have already dodged a lot of laws," he said.

Many of the details in Cates' proposed bill are still being hammered out.
He has not said when he will be ready to introduce the legislation.







